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IN THE CI ATMS 

Please cancel Claim 63 without prejudice and without disclaimer of subject matter. 



Please amend Claims 25, 34, 52, 50, 80, 89 and 1 13 as shown. 





(Original ) A method for providing an evaluation of a plurality of information 



sites to a user over a packet-switched network when the user subinits a search request through a 
user interface device in communication with the packet-switched network, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

acquiring a search result, responsive to the search request, which includes^ network 
addresses for the plurality of information sites, 

selecting a plurality of individuals who were previously in communication with at least one 
of the information sites Over the packet-switched network and who meet at least one predefined 
criterion selected by the user; 

retrieving from a database a plurality of evaluations of at least one of the information 
sites, said evaluations being provided by said plurality of individuals, and 

forwarding a rating based on said evaluations to the user over the packet-switched 
network. 

2. (Original) The method of claim I wherein the step of acquiring a search result 
includes the step of receiving the search result over the packet-swhched network 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein the search request is submitted to a 
search engine and the search resuU is received from the search engine. 



4. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the step of acquiring a search rcsuh 
includes the step of searching a second database to develop the search result. 
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( 5. (Origiiial) The method of claim 2 wherein the search request is received from 

' an Internet service provider that forwards the search request from the user. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said evaluations are quantitative 
evaluations, 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said evaluations are qualitative 
evaluations. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the rating includes a ranking of the 
plurality of information sites. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said packet-switched network is the 
Internet and said network address is an Internet address. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9 wherein said Internet address is a URL. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim I wherein said information site is an Internet 

site. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said Internet site is a web site. 

1 3 . (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the user interface device is a 
personal computer. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13 wherein said personal computer includes an 
Internet browser through which the search request is submitted. 
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1 5. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of providing 
window over the packet-switched network to a display of the user interface device, said wind( 
including a user selectable icon allowing the user to request that search results be pre<;ented in 



1 6. (Original) The method of claim 1 5 wherein said plurality of individuals 
providing an evaluation includes a pluraUty of participants and said window further includes 
pulldown menu that includes said series of predefined criteria for selecting a subset of the 



17. (Original) The method of claim 16 wherein szdd predefined criteria include 
self-rated levels of expertise in predefined categories. 

1 S. (Original) The method of claim 1 6 wherein said predefined criteria are 
selected from the group consisting of activities, hobbies, demographics, subjects studied, and 
professional affiliations. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said user and said plurality of 
individuals are subscribers to a common service. 



rank order. 



participants. 



(Original) 



The method of claim 1 9 wherein said common service is an Internet 



service provider. 



2L (Original) 
a search engine operator. 



The method of claim 19 wherein said common service is offered by 



22. (Original) 
text box for receiving user 



The method of claim 15 wherein said window further includes a 
evaluations of the information site. 
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23 (Origina]) The method of claim 1 5 wherein said window further includes a 
pull-down menu that includes a list of predefined ratings retlccting user evaluations of the 
infonmalion site. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 1 5 wherein said plurality of individuals 
providing said evaluations includes a plurality of participants and said window llirther includes a 
text box allowing the user to specify at least one criterion for selecting a subset of tlie 
participants. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15 ftirther comprising the step of 
forwarding an advertisement to the user over the packet-switched network^jw^ieremsaid^^ 
^^rwardi ng an adve rt isement is a separate st ep from said , step of fo r wardin g a r ating 

26. (Original) The method of claim 1 5 fiirthcr comprising the step of forwarding 
an advertisement to the user over the packet-switched network, wherein said advertisement is 
provided in said window 

27. (Original) The method of claim 25 wherein the step of forwarding an 
advertisement includes the step of selecting an advertisement based at least in part on the search 
request. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 25 wherein the step of forwarding an 
advertisement includes the step of selecting an advertisement based at least in part on user 
information located in said database. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said search request is a key word 
search request. 
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30. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of providing 
ectivity to the packet-switched network for the user interface device. 



It 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said database includes biographic 
information concerning said plurality of individuals. 

32 (Original) The method of claim 3 1 wherein said biographic information 
includes self-rated levels of expertise in predefined categories. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 3 1 wherein said biographic infonnation 
incUidcs categories of information selected from the group consisting of activities, hobbies, 
demographics, subjects studied, and professional affiliations, 

34. (Currently Amended) A method for providing an evaluation of aii information site 
to a user over a packet-switched networii when said user enters a network address of the 
information site into a user interface device in communication with the packet-switched network, 
said method comprising the steps of 

receiving over the packet-switched network a request from the user to receive an 
evaluation of the information site; 

retrieving from a database a plurality of evaluations of the information she provided by a 
plurality of individuals who each meet at least one predefined criterion selected by the user and 
who were previously in communication with the information site over the packet-switched 
network , wherein said predefin e d criterion causesthe.filijralit^ from said 

daybasetoMJesUlmaifijaljmfl^ 
g ommunication with t he inform atiQn_site; and 

forwarding a rating based on said evaluations to the user over the packet-switched 

network. 
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35. (Original) The method of claim 34 wherein said evaluations are quantitative 
evaluations. 

36. (Original) The method of claim 34 wherein said evaluations are qualitative 
evaluations. 

37. (Original) The method of claim 34 wherein said packet-switched network is 
the Internet and said network address is an Internet address. 

38 (Original) The method of claim 37 wherein said Internet address is a URL. 

39. (Original) The method of claim 34 wherein said information site is an Internet 

site. 

40. (Original) The method of claim 39 wherein said Internet site is a web site. 

4 1 (Original) The method of claim 34 wherein the user interface device is a 
personal computer. 

42 (Original) The method of claim 4 1 wherein said personal computer includes an 
Internet browser through which the search request is submitted. 

43 (Original) The method of claim 34 wherein said plurality of individuals 
providing an evaluation includes a plurality of participants and further comprising the step of 
providing a window over the packet- switched network to a display of the user interface device, 
said window having a pull-down menu that includes said series of predefined criteria for selecting 
a subset of the participants. 
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44. (Original) The method of claim 43 wherein said predefined criteria include 
levels of expertise in predefined categories, 

45 (Original) The method of claim 43 wherein said predefined criteria aie 
selected from the group consisting of activities, hobbies, demographics, subjects studied, and 
professional aflfiUations. 

46. (Original) The method of claim 34 wherein said user and said plurality of 
individuals are liubscribers to a common service. 

47. (Original) The method of claim 46 wherein said common service is an Internet 
service provider. 

48. (Ori^nal) The method of claim 46 wherein said common sei-vice is offered by 
a search engine operator. 

49. (Original) The method of claim 43 wherein said window further includes a 
text box for receiving user evaluations of the inlbrmation site. 

50. (Original) The method of claim 43 wherein said window further includes a 
pull-down menu that includei^ a list of predefined ratings reflecting user evaluations of the 
information site. 

51 . (Original) The method of claim 43 wherein said plurality of individuals 
providing an evaluation includes a plurality of participants and said window fiirther includes a text 
box allovwng the user to specify at least one criterion for selecting a subset of the participants. 



PAGE 9126 * RCVD AT 2/23(2004 11:19:19 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/0 * DNIS:7467239 * CS1D:9085187795 * DURATION (mm-ss):08-30 



Feb-23-04 lltlOP Ma^er-For-tkor-t&W i 1 1 1 amsPC 90B5187735 

Patent 
09/8*8,231 

52. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 43 further comprising the step of 
' I forwarding an advertisement to the user over the packet-switched network, \yherein_said.jl^^ 
f foi^aiiinsAtLad^ from ^id step of forwarding a .rating. 

53 (Original) The method of claim 52 wiierein said advertisement is provided in 
said window 

54. (Original) The method of claim 52 whei ein the step of forwarding an 
advertisement includes the step of selecting an advertisement based at least in part on user 
information located in said database. 

55. (Original) The method of claim 34 further comprising the step of providing 
connectivity to the packet-switched network tor the user interface device. 

56. (Original) The method of claim 34 wherein said database includes biographic 
information concerning said individuals. 

57 (Original) The method of claim 56 wheiein said biographic information 
includes self-rated levels of expertise in predefined categories. 

58. (Original) The method of claim 56 wherein said biographic information 
includes categories of information selected from the group consisting of activities, hobbies, 
demographics, subjects studied, and professional aflfiliations. 
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59 (Currently Amended) An online system for providing an evaluation of a plurality 
of information sitesj lo a user over a packet-switched network when the user submits a search 
request through a user interface device in communication with the packet- switched network, said 
apparatus comprising: 

a database that includes at least one evaluation of at least one of the information sites and 
a network address thereof, said evaluation being provided by at least one individual who was 
previously in communication with said at least one of the information sites over the packet- 
switched network; 

a processor for developing a rating based on said at least one evaluation, and 
a server in communication with the packet-switched network for receiving a search result, 
responsive to the search request, which includes network addresses for the plurality of 
information sites and for forwarding said rating to the user over the packet-switched network, 
wh erein said ra tin g includes a r anking of the p lurality of in formation site ?;. 

60. (Original) The online system of claim 59 wherein the search request is 
received by the server from an Internet service provider that forwards the search request from the 
user. 

61 . (Original) The online system of claim 59 wherein said evaluation is a 
quantitative evaluation. 

62. ^ (Original) The online system of claim 59 wherein said evaluation is a 
qualitative evaluation. 

63. (Canceled) 

64. (Original) The online system of claim 59 wherein siaid packet-switched 
network is the Internet and said network address is an Internet address. 
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65 (Original) The online system of claim 64 wherein said Internet address is a 



URL 



66. (Original) The online system of claim 59 wherein said information site is an 
Jntemct site. 

67. (Original) The online system of claim 66 wherein said Internet site is a web 

site. 

68. (Original) The online system of claim 59 wherein the user interface device is a 
personal computer. 

69. (Original) The online system of claim 68 wherein said personal computer 
includes an Internet browser through which the search request is submitted, 

70. (Original) The online system of claim 59 fijrther comprising means for 
providing a window over the packet-switched network to a display of the user interface device, 
said window inchading a user seleciable icon aUowing the user to request that search resuhs be 
presented in rank, order. 

7 1 (Original) The online system of claim 70 wherein said at least one individual 
providing an evaluation uicludes a plurality of participants and said window further includes a 
pull-down menu that includes a list of predefmed criteria for selecting a subset of the participants. 

72. (Original) The online system of claim 71 wherein said predefined criteria 
include self-rated levels of expertise in predefined categories. 

73 (Original) The onUne system of claim 7 1 wherein said predefined criteria are 
selected from the group consisting of activities, hobbies, demographics, subjects studied, and 
professional affiliations. 
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(Original) The onlme system of claim 59 wherein said user and said at least 




one individual are subscriber5; to a common service. 



75. (Original) The online system of claim 74 wherein said common service is an 
Internet service provider. 

76- (Original) The online system of claim 74 wherein said common service is 
offered by a search engine operator. 

77. (Original) The online system of claim 70 wherein said window further includes 
a text box for receiving user evaluations of the information site. 

78. (Original) The online system of claim 70 wherein said window further includes 
a pull-down menu rhat includes a list of predefined ratings reflecting user evaluations of the 
information site 

79. (Original) The online system of claim 70 wherein said at least one individual 
providing an evaluation includes a plurality of participants and said window further includes a text 
box allowing the user to specify at least one criterion for selecting a subset of the participants. 

80. (Currently Amended) The online system of claim 70 further comprising means for 
forwarding an advertisement to the user over the packet-switched network, wherein sai d means 
for forwar di ng an adve rt isement forwards said a dvertiseme n t separate ly from said rating 

8 1 . (Original) The online system of claim 80 wherein said advertisement is 
provided in said window. 

82. (Original) The online system of claim 80 Rirther comprising means for 
selecting the advertisement based at least in part on the seaich request. 

12 
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83 . (Origitial) The online system of claim 80 flirther comprising means for 
selecting the advertisement based at least in part on user information located in said database. 

84. (Original) The online system of claim 59 wherein said search request is a key 
word search request. 

85. (Original) The online system of claim 59 wherein said server also provides 
connectivity to the packet- switched network tor the user interlace device. 

86. (Original) The online system of claim 59 wherein said database includes 
biographic information concerning said at least one individual. 

87. (Original) The online system of claim 86 wherein said biographic information 
includes self-rated levels of expertise in predefmcd categories. 

88 (Original) The online system of claim 86 wherein said biographic infonnation 
includes categories of infonnation selected from the group consisting of activities, hobbies, 
demographics, subjects studied, and professional aflRliations. 
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89. (Currently Amended) A method for providing an evaluation of a plurality of 
information sites lo a user over a packet-switched network when the user subrait/a search 
request through a user interface device in communication whh the packet-switched network, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

acquiring a search result, responsive to the search request, which includes network 
addresses for the plurality of information sites; 

selecting a plurality of individuals who were previously/in communication with at least one 
of the information sites over the packet-switched network aAd who meet at least one predefined 
criterion selected by the user; 

retrieving from a database a plurality of evaluations of at least one of the information sites, 
said evaluations being provided by said plurality of>individuals who were previously in 
communication with said at least one of the infomation sites over the packet-switched network, 

forwarding a rating based on said evaluations to the user over the packet-switched 
network; 

selecting an advertisement based ,at least in part on information received from the uscr^ 
wherein the advertis e ment select e d does not contain info r mation incl u ded in the plyralibLof 
retriev ed evaluation and 

forwarding said advertisement to the user over tlie packet-switched network 

90. (Original) The method of claim 89 wherein the step of acquiring a search 
result includes the step of/eceiving the search result over the packet-switched network. 

91 (Original) The method of claim 90 wherein the search request is submitted to 
a search engine and/the search result is received from the search engine. 

92. ^Original) The method of claim 89 wherein the step of acquiring a search 
result includes the step of searching a second database lo develop the search result. 
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93 (Original) The method of claim 90 wherein the search^request is received from 
an Internet service provider that forwards the search request from the user. 

94. (Original) The method of claim 89 wherein said evaluations are quantitative 
evaluations. 

95. (Original) The method of claim 89 wherein said evaluations are qualitative 
evaluations. 

96. (Original) The method of claim 95 whferein the rating includes a ranking of the 
phirality of information sites. 

97. (Original) The method of claim S^^wherein said packet-switched network is 
the Internet and said network address is an Internet address. 

98. (Original) The method of claim/^7 wherein said Internet address is a URL. 

99. (Original) The method of claim 89 wherein said information site is an Internet 

site. 

100. (Original) The method of claim 99 wherein said Internet site is a web site. 

1 OK (Original) The method of claim 89 wherein the user interface device is a 
personal computer. 

102. (Original) The method of claim 101 wherein said personal computer includes 
an Internet browser through which the search request is submitted. 
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1 03 . (Original) The method of claim 89 Airther comprising/the step of providing a 
window over the packet-switched network to a display of the user interface device, said window 
including a user selectable icon allowing the user to request that search results be presented in 
rank order. 

1 04. (Original) The method of claim 1 03 wherejri said plurality of individuals 
providing an evaluation includes a plurality of participants and said window further includes a 
pull-down menu that includes said series of predefined ciiteria for selecting a subset of the 
participants. 

105. ( Original) The method of claim /04 wherein said predefined criteria include 
self-rated levels of expertise in predefined categories. 

1 06. (Original) The method of claim 1 04 wherein said predefined criteria are 
selected from the group consisting of activities, hobbies, demographics, subjects studied, and 
professional affiliations. 

1 07. (Original) The methtf^ of claim 89 wherein said user and said plurality of 
individuals are subscribers to a commc^n service. 

108. (Original) The rhethod of claim 107 wherein said common service is an 
Internet service provider. 

109. (Original) /The method of claim 107 wherein said common service is offered 
by a search engine operator^^ 

1 1 0. (Original) The method of claim 1 03 wherein said window further includes a 
text box for receiving^iiser evaluations of the information site. 
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111. (Original) The method of claim 103 wherein said windo;^v further includes a 
pull-down menu that includes a list of predefined ratings reflecting user evaluations of the 
information site. 

1 12. (Original) The method of claim 103 wherein sai^ plurality of individuals 
providing an evaluation includes a plurality of participants and saicl window fijrther includes a text 
box allowing the user to specify at least one criterion for selecting a subset of the participants. 

113. (Currently Amended) The method of claini/89 wherein the step of selecting an 
advertisement includes the step of selecting an advertisement based at least in part on the selected 
predefined criteria , and wherein said $t ep of forwarding an advertis eme nt is a separate step from 
said step of forwarding a rating 



1 14. (Original) The method of clmrn 89 wherein said advertisement is provided in 
said window. 



1 i 5. (Original) The method of claim 89 wherein the step of selecting an 
advertisement includes the step of selecting an advertisement based at least in part on the search 
request. 

1 1 6. (Original) The ^ethod of claim 89 wherein the step of forwarding an 
advertisement includes the step of selecting an advertisement based at least in part on user 
information located in said datal)asc. 

117. (Original) The method of claim 89 wherein said search request is a key word 
search request. 

118. (Ori^nal) The method of claim 89 ftirthcr comprising the step (if providing 
connectivity to the/packet-switched network for the user interface device. 
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1 19, (Original) The method of claim 89 wherein said database includes biographic 
information concerning said plurality of individuals. 



120. (Original) The method of claim 119 wherein said biographic information 
includes self-rated levels of expertise in predefined categories. 

121. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 9 wherein said biographic information 
includes categories of informaition selected from the group consisting of activities, hobbies, 
demographics, subjects studied, and professional afiRh'ations. 
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